wedge-grafted into the L setosa stock, Clark, C. A., Derrick, K. S., Pace, C. S., and Watson, B. 1986. Survey of wild Ipomoea spp. as and after symptoms appeared on new potential reservoirs of sweet potato feathery mottle virus in Louisiana. Plant Disease 70:931-932.
setosa stock and I. pandurata scion were The growth habit and incidence of infection by sweet potato feathery mottle virus (FMV) of assayed by SSEM for FMV. commonly occurring species of Ipomoea were monitored from March through June for three successive years. Seedlings and perennial plants of I. trichocarpa were observed each year. FMV was detected in perennial plants soon after emergence in March to April. L pandurata was RESULTS exclusively perennial in habit and was not a host for FMV, because the virus was not detected in Both seedlings and perennial growth of plants from field collections or after graft inoculation with several different strains of FMV. L I. trichocarpa were observed in each of hederacea and I. wrightii occurred only as annuals. FMV was not detected in either species until 2 the 3 yr of this study. Seedlings first mo after seedling emergence. Because infected I. trichocarpa plants are present throughout the appeared in early March to early April sweet potato growing season, they may be an important perennial reservoir of FMV in Louisiana.
but did not show FMV symptoms for several weeks after emergence ( collected from different locations and they were only observed to grow as annuestablished by propagation from fleshy als as has been previously reported (3).
MATERIALS AND METHODS
root pieces in the greenhouse for further I. pandurata did not produce true seed During late summer 1980, 12 sites in study. Each collection was assayed for but grew exclusively as a perennial both Baton Rouge with naturally occurring FMV by approach grafting to L setosa at the site in Baton Rouge where it was stands of various Ipomoea spp. were Kerr, a commonly used FMV indicator routinely monitored and at the four other selected for study on the basis of the plant (6). In a separate experiment, I. nil locations from which it was collected presence of FM V-infected plants. All 12 'Scarlett O'Hara' infected with FMV was (Table 1) . FMV was not detected in plants sites were in an area about 0.5 mi. in radius on ditch banks or in hedge rows not subjected to cultivation. I. trichocarpa 
